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LATEST PROPOSED STRUCTURE
I. Objectives:

e The primary goal of this curriculum is to cultivate essential oratory and Higher Order
Thinking Skills (HOTS) in the students, including effective public speaking, the
ability to think critically and write persuasively. These skills are foundational for
academic success, self-expression, and future professional opportunities.

e Our suggested model is four-pronged : a Public Speaking/Critical Communications
Module, a Debating Module, a Critical Thinking Module, and a Critical Writing
Module. This works toward building a strong base.

e We firmly believe that for young learners to navigate the myriad challenges of the
modern world, they must develop competence across all these areas. Speaking as a
standalone skill is important, but critical thinking and writing complete the trifecta.
These skills are not merely complementary to speaking; they form the foundation for
capable expressions, analysis, and refining ideas in an effective fashion.

II. Division of the Proposed Curriculum:

3 Months, 48 Classes, 1 Capstone Project, Presentation Day,
40 students/batch
S No. | Skillset No.of Sessions/Hours
o1 Critical Thinking 8 (45 Minutes Each)
02 Critical Writing 8 (45 Minutes Each)
03 Critical Communications 8 (45 Minutes Each)
04 Public Speaking 8 (45 Minutes Each)
05 Presentation Days 16 (60 Minutes Each)
06 Capstone Project 1 (Last Month)
Total 48

II1. Additional Deliverables

a. Matter Files for Every Student
A central reference text + “Matter Files” tailored to each student’s learning journey.

b. Cross-Institution Mocks
Regular mock sessions with students from partner institutions to build confidence
and real-world readiness.

c. 1-on-1 Parent/School Teacher Sitdowns
Detailed progress reports and meaningful conversations with parents/school teachers
at the end of each module.
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IV. Additional Details:
Total Number of Classes per Week 4 (195 Minutes Total)
Number of Activity Classes per Week 3 (45 Minutes Each)
Number of Presentation Days per Week 1 (60 Minutes Each)

Each Skillset would be divided into Activity Based Sessions and Presentation Days.
The program will end with individual and group based presentation of capstone
projects assigned to the students.

IV. Curriculum Brief

1.

Critical Thinking: Strengthen students' ability to analyze information, make
connections, and evaluate arguments and evidence. The curriculum encourages the
questioning of assumptions and the development of independent thought.

NEP 2020 emphasizes critical thinking as a key 21st-century skill, promoting a shift
from rote learning to conceptual understanding. It encourages inquiry-based,
discussion-led teaching to develop students’ ability to analyze, question, and apply
knowledge across disciplines.

The policy links critical thinking to responsible citizenship, ethical decision-making,
and real-world problem-solving. Through competency-based assessments and life
skills education, NEP aims to prepare students for active participation in both
national and global contexts.

The current shift in Education Policy and Directives ask us to focus on the following -
i. Curricular and Pedagogical Reform

a. Move from rote learning to experiential, inquiry-based, and discussion-based
learning.
b. Focus on critical thinking, creativity, communication, and problem-solving.

ii. Assessment Reforms

a. Transition to competency-based assessments focusing on application of
knowledge, rather than rote recall.

Crucial Takeaway- Strong critical thinking enables students to analyze
information objectively, evaluate different perspectives, and make well-reasoned
decisions—an essential skill for academic and real-world problem-solving.
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Areas Description

Critical The Critical Thinking Module proposes to take students through multiple

Thinking forms of perspective and knowledge building.

i) Enquiry - We want our young learners to be able to ask the right
question. Here, we believe that there is no singular right question. Rather,
we have questions arising from multiple perspectives and subject locations.
This part of the module will be strictly focused on introducing and practising
the different ways to unpack any problem.

ii) Verification - In our contemporary times, we are overflooded with
information. Presentation of said information is such that there is rarely any
specific process of verification that one can undertake. This problem is far
more serious for our young learners, especially owing to the birth/rise of
social media platforms.

This strand seeks to introduce them to different processes of verification. It
will also encourage them to figure out their own methods to test and verify
information that is made available to them.

iii) Argumentation - Here, we do not simply mean debating or verbal
sparring. Argumentation is the very necessary skill of being able to form a
claim, substantiate it with evidence and analysis, and finally the true
expression of original thought.

Argumentation is not restricted by different streams/fields of study. Neither
is it restricted by disciplinary standards. Every discipline might have its own

evidentiary mechanisms. We wish for our young learners to thrive across the
board.

This shall be the foundation of the curriculum.

2. Critical Writing: Develop students' ability to write clear, structured, and
persuasive arguments. This includes honing skills in academic writing, essays, and
research papers with a focus on logical structure, clarity, and coherence.

Crucial Takeaway-The ability to present complex ideas in a clear and concise
manner is an invaluable skill for any oratory/presentation based competitive
setting that the students are placed in.

The students are used to mechanical modes of reproducing answers for examinations.
These modules will help them express themselves elsewhere.

Areas Description
Critical The Critical Writing Module wishes to take students through the
Writing processes of:
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a) Crafting an Object - While thinking does like a nice idea, how do
we solidify thought into something concrete? At Pratarka, we look at
writing as a necessary component of thought. One cannot think in
abstract. It is imperative that they put something down that allows
themselves and others to carefully contemplate on the same.

To that regard, we would help students find their own voice by
introducing them to different formats and processes of writing.

b) Feedbacking and the ability to edit - We are generally hesitant
to accept the misgivings of our own thoughts and works. This feeling
becomes strengthened when we move up the ladder of age. Some of us
are too quick to accept that we are solely responsible for the mistakes
we make, and thus latch on to every piece of negative criticism we
receive.

Both of these attitudes are harmful. They display a lack of focus, and an
inability to be critical about one's own work.

In this regard, we shall be providing extensive feedback to the writing
work that students complete. Simultaneously, we shall be introducing
different notions of editing their own text.

c) Peer-Learning - Schools are the best place to encourage and foster
the idea of taking help from peers. While we do have notions of group
work existing in most universities, and work spaces, they are not
utilised to their full potential.

This is a skill that allows students to incorporate more than one voice
while working with a bunch of individuals. Simultaneously, it also
builds the appetite to provide and accept feedback from each other.

In order to facilitate this process, we shall be introducing specific
peer-groups that will be changed bi-weekly. This is to ensure that
students get to work with everyone. It will also process ideas of
delegating and execution within group settings.

Outcome

Special Issue Print at the end of the module. For example - A Zine/A
Newsletter
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3. Public Speaking and Critical Communications : Equip students with the
ability to present ideas confidently, effectively, and persuasively in front of an
audience. Students will learn techniques to manage speech anxiety, improve delivery,
and develop engaging content.

Crucial Takeaway- Speech Structure: Understanding the introduction, body, and
conclusion of a speech

Focus Areas:

Focus Areas:

Vocal Techniques: Pitch, tone, pace, and modulation.

Non-Verbal Communication: Body language, eye contact, gestures, and posture.
Audience Engagement: Using rhetorical questions, storytelling, and humor.
Overcoming Nervousness: Tips and techniques to manage speech anxiety.
Presentations: Using visual aids and technology to support speech delivery.

Areas

Description

Public Speaking/
Critical
Communications

We propose to divide this aspect into two parts -

i) Concentrated Training for Public Speaking and Mediation
- We would be making a specific curriculum around public speaking,
and conventional debating. We would like to make specific changes in
the parliamentary debate society as well, so that students can
participate at even higher levels/heights.

ii) A general focus on the ability to communicate - This is
directed towards those who have very little interest in public speaking
activities.

At Pratarka, we do not believe that having a hold over the English
language is equivalent to being a proficient communicator. Rather, we
are of the opinion that a true public speaker emerges when they are
able to express themselves to all sorts of settings and individuals.

i.a) Presentations - At the end of every week, we would want
groups to present their learnings. We shall be selecting different
members of said groups to take charge of said presentations every
week. This is to ensure that everyone gets a chance to address the
crowd.

1.b) Mediations - While we look at debates as an exercise in oration
, this is where we wish to fit in all those who do not wish to debate. We
shall be switching up the format by introducing a disagreement, and
then have specific students take up the mantle to mediate between
two parties. Multiple variations of the same will be introduced.
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i.c) Knowledge Campaigns - The real test will happen when they
will be able to express their ideas to a bigger lot. For this part, we shall
be relying on the institution to provide us with said platforms. Each
group will have to subsequently explain their learnings and exchange
their knowledge sufficiently with the others.
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