
Date Entry Brief Descriptions
(Objective)

Brief Descriptions
(Subjective)

Week- 1 Brief Overview Introduction to
Critical thinking
(through
demonstration),
SpeakIndia and myself
in both junior and
senior classes.
Five steps/components
of critical thinking (for
seniors).

10 word story for
juniors.

Seniors- I express my
surprise at their
custom of standing up
when the teacher
enters the classroom
as a sign of respect. I
mention that I find it
quite peculiar. Then, I
begin asking them a
series of questions
about this practice,
encouraging them to
think deeply until they
arrive at a
fundamental reason
for this human
behaviour. Once they
do, I explain that this
process of questioning
is an example of
critical thinking.
Finally, I introduce
myself and the
program to them.

Juniors- I introduce
myself to the juniors
as Detective Bakul
and ask them to
address me as
"Detective" rather than
"Sir." I explain that in
these new classes, I'll
be teaching them how
to be good detectives.
I then ask them what
they think detectives
do, and they typically
respond with answers
like "solve mysteries"
and "find thieves." I
guide them to say that
detectives solve
mysteries, ask a lot of
questions, and find
clues. I explain that
we'll be doing all these
things in our classes.
To kick things off, I



Date Entry Brief Descriptions
(Objective)

Brief Descriptions
(Subjective)

Week- 2, 3 Brief Overview Historical event
activity and contract
making activity for
seniors.

Story writing and

Contract- I start by
explaining that we'll
learn to apply critical
thinking steps to
real-life problems. I
ask the class to come

conduct a debate on
the topic "ice cream
vs. cake," along with a
10-word sentence
activity.

Classroom Dynamics My classes have been
very positive with
both the senior and
junior sections. They
begin with a sense of
wonder, sparked by
my introduction to
critical thinking. In the
senior classes, the
fascination lies in how
we can arrive at
intriguing conclusions
about a simple
practice like standing
up to greet teachers. In
some classes, the
conclusion was that
this practice is
ultimately driven by
rather selfish reasons,
while in others, it was
seen as a result of
society’s value system.

In junior sections the
interest is piqued by
the detective analogy.
I still hear deactivate
Bakul shouts in the
corridor of the junior
block sometimes.
Some ‘speakindia
zindabad’ chants have
also been heard.

What would you have
done differently now
that the class is over?

I put a lot of energy
into my classes.
Although I can work
on going into
classrooms with a
happier state of mind
for a better
atmosphere. Because
in some classes the
environment became a
bit serious. Need to
losen them up by
cracking some jokes.



recitation for juniors. up with a problem
they've been facing.
Often, I guide the
discussion toward
issues like
communication or
lack of focus in class.
I ask them to name the
problem, giving it a
catchy title like "The
Communication
Ghost."

Next, I ask them to
describe the problem
in detail on one full
page (analysis step).
They note down their
observations and
express how they feel
and experience the
issue. This helps the
problem find
recognition and
provides an outlet for
their thoughts.

After that, we work
together to create a
clear problem
statement (synthesis).
In the following class,
we focus on solving
the problem. Students
form groups of four or
five and each group
suggests possible
solutions. We then
draft a contract based
on these suggestions,
and finally, we all sign
the contract together.

Historical event- I
begin by asking the
students whether they
like history as a
subject. I explain that
appreciating a subject
involves
understanding its
underlying philosophy
and its significance in
society. I then ask



them whether they
think history is
composed of all facts
or fiction. Depending
on their responses, I
explain that while
historical narratives
can be subjective, they
are typically based on
historical facts, which
different historians
interpret in various
ways (synthesis). I
discuss how ideology
and politics can shape
these historical
narratives.

Following this
discussion, I introduce
an activity where the
students imagine
traveling back in time
and having the
opportunity to alter a
historical event. They
then present their
alternate historical
scenarios to the class,
practicing effective
communication skills.

Classroom Dynamics Have fostered a
unique bond with
every class. Some
students do stand out.
In general, classes are
receptive and mostly
very responsive too.

Both these activities
were engaging and
interesting. Will try to
carry forward this
momentum into
coming weeks.

No notable issues in
senior sections.

Faced some classroom
control challenges in
the junior sections in
the 2nd week, as the
school teacher was
absent from the class.
3rd week was again
very good.



Date Entry Brief Description
(Objective)

Brief Description
(Subjective)

Week- Brief overview Listening and reading
practices (juniors,
class 4th and 5th)-
made them read and
watch (a short video)
Puss in Boots short
story in 2 parts. After
completing 1st part
students were asked to
complete the story by
coming up with their
own ending and
present it in the next
class. After which the
original ending was
shown.

Listening and reading
practices
(juniors)-After
students created and
presented their own
endings, I asked if
they liked Puss, to
which they all
responded positively.
However, when I
pointed out that Puss
was a cunning liar
who deceived
everyone to help her
master, some of them
reconsidered their
opinions. Despite this,
they acknowledged
that Puss caused no
harm (except to g
The Giant, whom she
ate) and remained
likeable due to her
human-like abilities to
speak, walk, and
dress.

Classroom Dynamics Class was highly
enthusiastic about
watching the video
and evening reading it
in front of the class.
Many students still
don't have a dedicated
notebook for
SoeakIndia classes.
Appropriate directions
were given by school
teachers regarding
this.

Students understood
the story very well and
were able to
understand that Puss
was a morally
ambiguous character,
but nonetheless
likeable. They were
able to come up with
appropriate reasons as
to why they liked
Puss.

Date Entry Brief Descriptions
(Objective)

Brief Descriptions
(Subjective)

Week- Brief Overview CER Module (all
sections of 10th)-
introduced CER as the
anatomy (structure) of
a good (complete)

CER Module: When
we aim to convince
others of our views,
it's often because
there’s already some


